
 

 

 

2019 President’s Report 

 

2018-19 was again a busy year for SWOA. The CSRD revisions to Bylaw 900, tagging of buoys 

around the lakes, issues related to invasive species as well as following Shuswap Watershed Council 

progress on water quality issues and the revamping of the Federal Fisheries Act.  

As reported last year, the CSRD enquired if SWOA would be interested in consulting with them on 

possible changes to Bylaw 900. SWOA agreed to provide input to any changes and in late June 2018 

made a presentation to the CSRD Planning team. In spite of our input, the draft modifications to the 

bylaw only reflected minor revisions. The CSRD published the proposed changes and sought input 

from the public, including SWOA as a “referral” agency. Thank you to all our members who provided 

input to the CSRD on this important issue. In late June of this year the CSRD held a public hearing on 

the proposed changes to the bylaw including a presentation on the findings of the public survey.  

SWOA attended the hearing and presented its views once again. A number of our members also 

presented their views to the hearing board.  

Following the CSRD public hearing and undertaking some additional research, CSRD staff revised 

their recommendation for the upward facing area of a dock to 32 m2. The Board, in their deliberation 

on the recommendation, further revised this to 33.45 m2 without further Board approval (for a total 

allowable length of 36 feet for a 10 foot wide dock). Although passed at third reading, this revised 

bylaw will have to be approved by the Ministry of Transportation, Highways and Infrastructure before 

it is adopted by the CSRD Board. I believe that the changes to the Bylaw resulted from the 

contributions of all our members and we thank you for your input. 

SWOA also participated in the Shuswap Watershed Council (SWC) mid-term program review. One of 

our Board members will be providing the AGM with an update on the findings of the review. 

Monitoring the activities of the Shuswap Watershed Council (SWC) and specifically their progress on 

water quality issues remains a focus of SWOA. SWC coordinates water sampling across the watershed 

by partner groups. As reported last year, the 2016 and 2017 sampling results indicate that, with local 

exceptions, water quality in Shuswap and Mara Lakes is good as indicated by both Spring and Fall 

sampling. The 2018 sampling report has been issued and show similar results to the previous year. 

Work that the SWC had undertaken with researchers from UBC Okanagan is also complete with the 

exception of sediment coring in Mara Lake. The SWC is now attempting to bring together the various 

government and agriculture organizations in an attempt to implement mitigative activities that will 

result in improvements to water quality. 

We continue to track the defensive measures being undertaken by the Federal and Provincial 

governments to prevent the introduction of Quagga or Zebra mussels into BC and in particular in the 

Shuswap Watershed. To date these efforts have been successful. SWOA also encourages all our 

members to be vigilant in identifying any activities that could result in the introduction of these species 



 

 

into our watershed and in voluntarily having their vessels inspected at the provincial stations. Our 

Board is recommending increased support from SWOA for this important program. 

One major issue that has arisen in 2018-19 is a program that has Transport Canada (TC) tagging, and in 

some cases removing illegal or derelict buoys. It is reported that more than 600 buoys have been tagged 

in the past year and a half and that as many as 40 buoys (and possibly more) have been removed under 

a contract with TC. We are attempting to liaise with both TC and the CSRD on this issue but we 

encourage our members, if their buoy has been tagged, to contact TC as requested in the documentation 

left on your buoy. 

Finally, the Board again this year worked to inform members of the expected changes in water levels 

on Shuswap Lake from the melting snow pack levels that accumulated over the past winter. No issue 

this year but we will continue to offer this information in the future. 

In the past year your Board has responded to requests for help with waterfront issues for our members. 

Many are dock and buoy issues but also other challenges our members have. We continue to publish 

our newsletter monthly in the Spring, Summer and Fall to keep our members informed of evolving 

issues.  New this year is our first ever membership brochure. These are available to all members and we 

encourage you to spread the word to other waterfront owners. We continue to work on maintaining and 

upgrading our website to make access simpler for our members and allow access to information stored 

on the website.  

Our membership includes more than 535 properties with more than 1300 persons on title. For SWOA 

to effectively deal with the various levels of government and for SWOA to remain a strong advocate 

for its members we need to continue to grow our numbers.  The best way to do this is through word of 

mouth.  If you appreciate the work SWOA does and you want to contribute to its success then spread 

the word.  Talk to your waterfront neighbors and encourage them to join and don't forget that the 

website is a great source of information and provides an easy way to sign up. 

SWOA is a successful organization because of the volunteers that support it.  I would like to thank the 

directors of the board for putting in another year of tireless effort and for donating their time and 

energy.  I look forward to working with all of you. 

Clyde Mitchell 

August 14, 2019 

 


