
 
 
 
This is a brief summary of a few of the issues SWOA has worked on during the winter of 2013/14. 
 
Dock Issues - SWOA directors have met with Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations officials. 
Two decision notes are in front of FLNRO Minister Steve Thomson. One involves rights for semi-
waterfront owners and the other streamlining the process for registering the 2500+ docks in the Shuswap.  
A decision on proposed changes to the current requirements for docks is still pending.   
 
Dock & Foreshore Compliance and Enforcement - SWOA has been working with individual members 
dealing with Compliance and Enforcement officers regarding docks and beach disputes. If you are 
approached by any officials, contact us. We can suggest courses of action and  can let the local politicians 
know what's up.  
 
Legacy Water Search and Recovery Society - SWOA has become a corporate sponsor of Legacy 
Society, donating $1,000 to the non-profit organization dedicated to bringing closure to the families of 
drowning victims. The Society has obtained equipment to start limited operations and may need logistic 
help from SWOA members if its services are needed on the Shuswap. 
 
SLIPP Steering Committee- SWOA was involved in the campaign which encouraged Area F Director 
Larry Morgan to vote against the continuation of SLIPP.  Despite the great response, the Electoral Area 
Directors voted to allocate $240,000 to the interim SLIPP feasibility period to December 31, 2014. 
Renamed Shuswap Watershed Council, less than half of their committee members attended its quarterly 
meeting in April. It plans to involve itself in water quality monitoring, a remediation program and water 
safety. Community meetings are planned after the council participates in a workshop to prepare for public 
engagement. SWOA will continue to attend their meetings. 
 
Water quality report - The SLIPP water quality report indicates that agriculture causes >80% of nutrient 
loading into the lake, with minimal contribution from septic systems and houseboats. Our position is to 
start cleanup with the worst offenders.  
 
Logging – SWOA has sent letters to provincial officials and one of our directors has been actively 
monitoring the progress of logging above 95 homes at Wilson Creek. Concerned about the stability of the 
area after landslides in 1972 and 2002, the SWOA director has been working with the Ministry of 
FLNRO, Forest Practices Board and Canoe Forest Products to ensure documentation and inspection 
regulations are diligently followed.  
 
FBC Fish Habitat Utilization Report - The SWOA Board is having members with expertise in this area 
review the assumptions made by the writer of the report, done for the Fraser Basin Council. The report 
ignores local conditions. The critique will be available on SWOA website when ready and presented to 
the author and those in government who need to know. 
 
Water Act - Ministries of Environment and FLNRO introduced Bill 18, the Water Sustainability Act 
(WSA) March 11 to the B.C. Legislature for First Reading. If passed, the new Act will bring groundwater 
into the licensing system and will significantly impact those who must provide their own water from 
streams, lakes or wells. The SWOA board will be examining the new Act and will report on its 
implications.   
 

Visit our website for more information and to become a member of SWOA. 
www.SWOA.ca 
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